
Windows Changes for June & July
Last month’s patches, and the new set of updates due out on Patch Tuesday

(July 14th), contain a lot of fixes for security issues detected by AI code

analysis. That’s new, and there’s a backlog, so these patches will be big and

slow to install for a while. And there are feature fixes as well. But there are also

some new features, arriving soon in your Windows 11 systems.

Widgets, which is the bottom-left icon on the tray that pops up a Bing news

page if you get too close, will now default to not automatically popping up; it will

require a click to take over the screen. You can still turn it completely off, by

right-clicking the Taskbar (bottom gray bar), choosing Taskbar settings, and in

the top section, slide Widgets to the left/off position. Most users also turn off the

Task view icon (virtual desktops for each project, mostly unused), and Resume

(an early and not-yet-ready Windows timeline option).
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Windows taskbar: Windows 10 could position the taskbar somewhere other

than the bottom of the screen, but Windows 11 will gain options for top or side-

placement sometime this Summer. It will be under Settings (that Gear icon),

Personalization, Taskbar.

The taskbar will also gain a size setting, allowing smaller sizes for the users

that work with many programs open, and larger sizes for those that need the

improved readability, or are working on a  high-definition 4K monitor.

Screen tint will be a new feature, in the Accessibility section of Settings. Tints

are useful for some users with vision issues, or for adjusting displays that are

off-color.

In the department of ‘Microsoft finally heard the complaints,’ Windows Update

will have more options to Pause Updates, accessible from Settings, Windows

Update. Recommendation: Turn off all updates while traveling, even while

visiting other offices for presentations. Please don’t leave updates off; that will

lead to security problems.

Windows magnifier will allow zoom percentages to be entered, and allow zoom
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settings up to 400%.

Printer changes: The new default printer drivers will be IPP, or Internet Printing

Protocol. Microsoft doesn’t change printer technology often, and so far, I’ve

seen only a handful of these new drivers, identifiable in the printer list with a

green check mark. They’re not really ready to use, in my opinion. If Windows

installs them and they work, fine. Don’t go looking to install these as an

upgrade; it’s too soon. At this time, manually-installed printer drivers must still

come from the website of the printer company, and no place else.

File Explorer will be faster, and you can paste locations, including quotation

marks, into the top bar. That’s handy after using the Explorer option to right-

click a folder and choosing ‘Copy as path,’ which saves the location to the

clipboard, inside double quotes.

There are various other reliability updates on the way as well, including

bluetooth microphone improvements, some general networking fixes to WiFi

connections, and the ability, on laptops, to adjust the size of the bottom-right

right-click area; that will be in Settings, Bluetooth & devices, Touchpad.

There are also some promises that Windows will be able to recover after more

issues and crashes; my take on that is that I’ll believe it when it works, because

nothing is more perilous than self-modifying code.
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CAPTCHA, defined

You have been tested. The ‘I am not a robot’ checkbox, provided by Google,

measures your mouse movement and irregularity in order to decide that yes,

you are erratic enough to be human. That’s called either a Turing Test or a

CAPTCHA, for ‘Completely Automated Public Turing test to tell Computers and

Humans Apart.’ Google’s version is called ‘reCAPTCHA’. These are from other

companies as well, most notably the Turnstile product by CloudFlare, which

tracks what IP address is the source of every attempt.

CAPTCHA is named after Alan Turing’s work. During World War II, Alan Turing

led the project to use machines to break the Nazi’s Enigma code that was in

use for troop movements. Enigma changed daily and used the first few

characters to identify the code in use. There’s a 2014 movie about Alan Turing

and that project, called The Imitation Game. After the war, Turing proposed that

a test could be created, that ‘imitation game,’ by which a person having a

remote conversation could ask questions in order to determine if the

conversation was with a human, or not. That became the basis of the Turing

Test. 

Hackers get around CAPCHAs by hiring humans to solve them in real time;

these are called Human Click Farms. AI is increasingly effective. And hackers

use accessibility features for low-vision users to get past these bot traps.

Like everything else in computer security, this is an arms race. these Turing
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tests will get more difficult as AI’s get cheaper. Some social media sites will

give in and stop accepting posts from anyone but signed-in users using real

names and paid subscriptions; the ultimate human test is “Can you pay to

play?”
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